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  Inspiration for the Week 
  by Rev. Mark Suslenko 
 

The God in whom we believe is “the God of  
endurance and encouragement.” Have you ever 
thought about God in those terms? Our sight can 
become limited by the concerns of the world and 
our individual lives. We can look to the past and 
see what is happening in the present, but the future 
is primarily left to our imaginations. God has a 
clear vision for the future. It is one where the 
“wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid.” It is a vision of  
harmony and gentleness where everyone will live 
together. We can see the complete picture of life in 
God. We see what we may be, what may come, 
and who we can become. Preparing the way for the 
Lord means moving beyond the limitations of  
ideology, time, space, preference, and self-focused 
concern to see as God sees. God will give us what 
we need to endure whatever comes and the  
encouragement we need to get where we can be.   

Mass schedule for the Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception  
(Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

 Wed. -  Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. 
 Thur. - Dec. 8 at 12:15 p.m. 

 

All Masses are celebrated at St. Paul Church 

2022 Christmas Season  
Mass Schedule 
 

The full 2022 Mass Schedule for the Christmas  
season is now available on the parish website:  
isidoreandmaria/christmas2022   

  

The parish Advent 
Giving Program  
concludes this 
weekend (Dec. 4). 

This program provides monetary support to people in 
need at the following agencies: St. Joseph Residence, 
The Herbert T. Clark House, Gilmore Manor, The 
House of Bread, My Sister's Place, St. Elizabeth 
House, and ImmaCare Homeless Shelter. Donation 
envelopes are available at the entrance/exit of the 
church. Please return your donation envelope to the 
offertory kiosks at the church entrance, noting the 
Advent Giving Program. Please make checks payable 
to SS. Isidore and Maria Parish. Thank you for your 
generosity.   

“The Immaculate Virgin however invites us not to fix our eyes on her but to pass beyond, and as much as possible, to  
enter into the mystery in which she was conceived: the mystery of God who is One and Three, full of grace and fidelity. 
As the moon shines with the light of the sun, so the immaculate splendour of Mary is totally relative to that of the  
Redeemer. The Mother leads us to her Son; passing through her, we reach Christ. For this reason, Dante Allighieri  
notes fittingly: “that her radiance alone can dispose you to see Christ”.  ~ Pope Saint John Paul II 



 

Collections and Parish Finance 
 We are grateful for your generous support 

     of our Sacrificial Giving Program.  
 
  

         Report for the week of  11/20/2022: 
 

        Weekly collection:      $   8,769.35 
              Online Giving:    $   2,260.00  
         Total:      $ 11,029.85  
 
           Report for the week of  11/27/2022: 

 

        Weekly collection:      $   7,842.84 
              Online Giving:    $   2,390.50 
         Total:      $ 10,233.34 

 

Annual Parish Collection:            $ 91,868.00     
Annual Chancery Assessment for 2022: $94,171.00  

 

For a more detailed report please visit our website under  
the ABOUT tab. The monthly accountability reports can  
be found in the Financial Accountability folder.  
 

Check donations should be payable to: Saints Isidore and  
Maria.  For online giving, go to our website and click on  
the DONATE tab. Thank you. 

2022 Parish  
Collection  
Continues 
 

The 2022 Parish Annual 
Collection remains open for 
your donation. 
A letter from Father Mark 
about this collection has 
been sent to homes of all 
parishioners. Make your 
donation by scanning this 

QR code or by sending your check to SS. Isidore and Maria 
Parish, 2577 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033. Please make 
checks payable to SS. Isidore and Maria Parish. Thank you for 
your kind consideration.  

Holiday Bulletin Announcement Deadlines 
Notices for Dec. 25 must be received by Dec. 9, 2022. 

Faith Formation 
Sessions for the 
week of Dec. 4 FORMATION 

Sunday, December 4: 
Grade 1 - Large Group Session in the Library  
     10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 
Grade 2 -Small Group Sessions in the Classrooms  
     10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 
Year 1/Grade 9 Confirmation - South Wing 5 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
Year 2/Grade 10 Confirmation - South Wing 6:30 p.m.-
7:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, December 5:  
Grades 4 & 5 - South Wing - 4:45 p.m.-5:45 p.m. 
Grade 6 - Library -  5 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, December 6: 
Grades 4 & 5 - South Wing - 5 p.m.- 6 p.m. 
Grade 6 - Library - 6 p.m.-7 p.m. 
 
Children in grades 4-6 have the option of attending either 
the Monday session or the Tuesday session.   
 

Faith Formation families may bring their Advent donations 
to any of their sessions now through December 13. Please 
refer to the email dated November 21 for specific details.  

Dec. 11:  
Music for Christmas with 
the New England Chamber 
Choir 
 

On Sun., Dec. 11 at 4 p.m., SS. Isidore 
and Maria Parish welcomes the New England Chamber Choir 
(NECC) and Instrumental Ensemble under the direction of 
Richard Wm. Donohue to St. Paul Church for a program of  
“Music for Christmas.” 
Masks are required. A free-will offering will be collected. 

Dec. 12: A Solemn 
Celebration of Evening 
Prayer with Exposition 
and Benediction of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
 

SS. Isidore and Maria Parish invites the community to take 
part in a Solemn Celebration of Evening Prayer with Exposition 
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament on Mon., Dec. 12  
at 6:15 p.m. 
 

This evening of traditional prayer and music is being held at 
St. Paul Church, 2577 Main St., Glastonbury, and coincides 
with the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for all to take time from the busy holiday season 
and prepare our minds and hearts for Christmas. 
No registration is required. If you have additional questions, 
please call the parish office at 860-633-9419. 

On Sat. evening (Nov. 26) following the 4 p.m. liturgy,  
parishioners of all ages gathered outside St. Paul Church for the 
post-pandemic return of the annual parish Tree Lighting and 
Carol Sing. Many thanks to Father Mark for leading the  
celebration, David-Garrido-Cid for the music and John Ruggerio 
for organizing the entire event, including the cider and donut 
reception.  
View the photo gallery at: isidoreandmaria.org/2022treelighting  



 

 

At sixty years of age, 
Maria and Paul had a 
beautiful life. High 
school sweethearts, 
they had four children, 
five grandchildren, a 
successful business, 
good friends, and a  
fabulous beach house. 
They felt very blessed.  

Their strong faith in God saw them through some challenges. 
Without warning, Paul died suddenly. Maria was devastated. 
Why did God do this? Why did God allow this to happen? An 
indescribable depth of sadness weighed heavily upon her heart. 
She felt betrayed by the God she thought was looking out for 
her. She was overwhelmed by despair. Have you ever experi-
enced such incredible and deafening sadness? Where is God in 
all of the pain?     
We often want God to fix things or intervene and change  
nature’s course. When He doesn’t act as we desire, it shakes our 
faith. We do not always understand or appreciate why things 

happen as they do. There is much that is beyond our control. 
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, and Jesus is the 
way to God. There is more going on in life than we can see with 
human eyes. We are on a sacred path, and God is with us. God 
is with us in our confusion, suffering, doubts, and intense sad-
ness. Jesus announced God’s vision for humanity and taught 
people to see God and themselves for who they are. There is a 
way through and beyond all hardship and suffering. God does 
not abandon us.  
 

God has a clear vision for the future for us as individuals and 
for our world. It is a vision of harmony and gentleness where all 
will live as one, and the “wolf shall be a guest of the lamb.” 
God is not indifferent. He is the God of “endurance and encour-
agement.” In God, we see what we may be, what may come, 
and who we can become. When Maria opened herself to God’s 
creative presence, she learned to trust. She began to realize that 
she could endure more than she had imagined. She also discov-
ered a spark of encouragement, bringing her through the sad-
ness to where she could be. In retrospect, Maria knew that 
God’s reassuring presence was with her.  

~ Rev. Mark Suslenko 

Dec. 4 - Dec. 17:  
Coats for Kids 
 

The SS. Isidore and Maria Health Ministry 
and the Glastonbury Knights of Columbus 
will be holding their annual Coats for Kids 
drive from Dec. 4 through Dec. 17. 
 

We’ll collect NEW children’s coats, hats, scarves, mittens, and gloves 
from Dec. 4 through Dec. 17. All sizes are needed, with a particular need 
for larger sizes. Please place your donations in the “Coats for Kids” bins 
at either St. Paul Church or St. Augustine Church. 
 
Monetary donations are also accepted. Please place cash donations or 
checks (made out to SS. Isidore and Maria Parish) in an envelope marked 
“Coats for Kids” and deposit them in the offertory kiosk at St. Paul 
Church. The distribution of these items happens on December 22 in  
coordination with the Town of Glastonbury Social Services Department. 

Father Mark’s Day of Recollection trip to 
Enders Island takes place on Oct. 14, 2023. We 
are limited to 60 participants. If you are interested in 
attending, please check the parish website for the 
current status of available seats. When the threshold of 
60 has been reached, we will begin and maintain a 
wait list through the main office at 860-633-9419, 
or contact@isidoreandmaria.org.   

David Garrido-Cid  
becomes a U.S. Citizen!  

Congratulations to one of the nation’s newest  
citizens, David Garrido-Cid, our parish Director 
of Music Ministries. On Mon. Nov. 28, David 
took the United States naturalization oath, the 
final step in a long journey to becoming a U.S. 
citizen. David came to the U.S. in 1999 from 
Spain to continue his musical studies and has 
since become an accomplished liturgical musician 
and leader. He celebrated with his family, including 
his wife, SS. Isidore and Maria cantor Alice 
Matteson, and their children: Santi, Julia, and  
Cecilia. Our parish is blessed to have you and again 
congratulates you on your status as a U.S. citizen.   

David Garrido-Cid 
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https://www.glastonburyct.gov/departments/department-directory-a-h/human-services/social-services#ad-image-0


 

 Date  Time  Intention  Requested by 
Saturday, Dec. 3 
Second Sunday of Advent 

        2:30 p.m. 
              4 p.m. 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Nina Pagughi and Laura Sapia 

 
Family 

Sunday, Dec. 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 

          *8 a.m.   
      *9:30 a.m. 
      11:15 a.m. 
  

D. Joon Yoo 
Catherine Barrera (8th Anniv.) 
Parishioners of SS Isidore and Maria 

Family 
Abramoske Family 
 

Monday, Dec. 5 
Advent Weekday 

7:30 a.m. 
 

Kathleen and John Cussen  Her Children 

Tuesday, Dec. 6 
Advent Weekday 
St. Nicholas, Bishop 

7:30 a.m. 
7 p.m. 

 

Loretta Daws 
Rosary (St. Augustine Church) 

Fran Juda 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 7 
St. Ambrose, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church 

7:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Barbara and Eugene Nowacki 
Ann McGovern 
Vigil for Immaculate Conception 

Christine Knight 
Rooney Family 

Thursday, Dec. 8 
Immaculate Conception of 
\the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy Day of Obligation 

   12:15 p.m. 
 
     

Anthony Pagliughi  Fran Dussault and 
Family 

Friday, Dec. 9 
Advent Weekday 
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtatoat 

 

        12:15 p.m. 
 
 

 

  John J. McCabe 
 
 

 
 

Wife 

Saturday, Dec. 10 
Third Sunday of Advent 

        2:30 p.m. 
              4 p.m. 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Amelia and Lucien Daignault 

 
Family 

Sunday, Dec. 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Gaudete Sunday 

          *8 a.m.   
      *9:30 a.m. 
      11:15 a.m. 
  

Bouchard and Kozlak Family 
Maureen McGovern 
Danny Coyle 

Family 
Rooney Family 
 Kevin Coyle 

Live Stream at 11:15 a.m. 

*Rebroadcast of 4 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Live Stream at 4 p.m. 

Live Stream at 11:15 a.m. 

Live Stream at 4 p.m. 

  Liturgical Schedule and Intentions                                 December 4, 2022 

To add a prayer intention, please contact our parish office and 
their name will be listed for ONE month. We cannot publish 
names of friends. Thank you for your understanding.  

Gil Morin 
Roger Morin 
Jack Murphy 
Clara O’Brien 
Jacob Rivera 
Jaxson Rivera 
Lilly Sinnamon 
Frank Schultz 
Doreen Thurz 
John Thurz 
Roger Yost 

Tim Blomstrom  
Susan Bowhall 
Bob Caisse 
Diane Varni Caisse  
Sandra Cavanna 
Thomas Cavanna 
Kathy Cerne  
Ashley Chapman 
Donna Chapman 
Keith Chapman 

Gerald Delany 
Deacon Bill Dziatko    
Patricia Feeney 
Richard Giguere 
Ernesto Guardia  
Dan Hebert  
Keith Henson  
Julia Krawiec 
Lucienne Marinelli  
Gilbert Morin 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Altar Flower  
Offerings     
Dec. 3, 2022 - Dec. 9, 2022 
 

In loving memory of   
Anthony Pagliughi requested by the Cassarelli Family 

If you are offering a Mass Intention and you and your loved 
ones would like to bring up the gifts, please see the greeters 
prior to the start of Mass. One of them will be happy to assist you.. 

After Mass 
until 2 p.m. 

“Justice 

shall  

flourish  

in his 

time, and 

fullness  

of peace 

forever”  
 

(Ps 72)  



 

Do you know someone who is currently on active duty with the 
U. S. Armed Forces for whom our community prayers would 
bring comfort, please email the person’s name, rank and military 
branch to: contact@isidoreandmaria.org, or call the parish 
office at 860-633-9419.  

Pray for Those Who Are Serving 
God, keep special watch over these men and 
women serving in the Navy, National Guard,  
Army, Marine Corps., Air Force, Coast Guard  
and keep them safe: 

Tammy Breiner  
Oliver Cary 
Charles Edward 
Celia Fajardo 
Brandon Farrell 
Chris Gibb 
Michael Hitzer  
Samuel David Hovanec 

Peter Kamianowski 
Samuel MacDonald  
Alexis Maher 
Michael Scott Mullin 
John W. Murphy 
Drew Scarfone  
Jack M. Zaremba 

SUN    12/4/22 
 

 
MON  12/5/22 
 
 
TUE     12/6/22 
 
 

WED   12/7/22 
 
THR     12/8/22 

FRI      12/9/22 
 

 
SAT     12/10/22 
 
SUN    12/11/22 

Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/ 
Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 
 

Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/
Lk 5:17-26 
 

Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 
13/Mt 18:12-14 
 

Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/ 
Mt 11:28-30 
 
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ 
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
 
Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/ 
Mt 11:16-19 
 

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 
18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 

Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/ 
Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-1 

Scripture Readings for the Week 

 

PODCAST:   
 

Make Friends with Your Soul  
“In the busyness of life, it's our 
soul that gets neglected first.” 
                               ~ Father Mark 
The beautiful yet short Advent 
season is upon us, allowing us to 
pause, stop, reflect, open our eyes 
and hearts, and make friends with   

our souls. In his podcast, Father Mark makes a case for doing 
just that by reflecting on two phrases in The Lord's Prayer 
with which we all seemingly struggle: “thy kingdom come,” 
and “thy will be done.”  
Listen to his latest podcast, entitled “Make Friends with Your 
Soul,” at isidoreandmaria.org/podcasts. 

Dec. 5: Grief and the Holidays workshop   

Have you recently lost a loved one? Are you wondering how 
you’ll navigate the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s without that special someone, especially for 
the first time?  
 

SS. Isidore and Maria Parish invites you to join us for a virtual 
workshop on “Grief and the Holidays.” It is being held as a 
Zoom presentation on Mon., Dec. 5 at 7 p.m, featuring certified 
grief counselor Laura Zeppieri from Facets Counseling. In this 
workshop, you’ll have an opportunity to consider: 
 

Participation is free. All are welcome. RSVPs are required. To 
RSVP, call the parish office at 860-633-9419, or 
contact@isidoreandmaria.org 

Dec. 17 & Dec. 18: Bless the Baby Jesus 
 

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec. 17 and Dec. 18), we invite families from our parish to bring the 
Baby Jesus figurine from their home nativity scene to be blessed! 
 

Bless the Baby Jesus, also known as Bambinelli Sunday, is a tradition star ted by Saint John Paul II 
to bring to the heart and mind that Christ is the center of our Advent preparations. Both Pope Benedict 

XVI and Pope Francis have continued the tradition, and in recent years it has started to expand to other places outside of Rome - 
including right here at SS. Isidore and Maria Parish, where the blessing will occur during Mass immediately following Father 
Mark's homily. Simply bring the baby Jesus from your manger to Mass that weekend and hold it with you in your pew for the 
blessing. 

Dec. 14: NAMI Family Support Group Meets  
Are you an adult caring for a loved one who has experienced symp-
toms of a mental health condition? Join us Wed., Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. 
in the main classroom of the educational wing of St. Paul Church 
for a free, confidential, peer-led family support group facilitated by 
volunteers from the Connecticut Chapter of the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI). Get more information at isidoreandmaria. 
org/namisupport 

Our Sponsor Spotlight this week is:   

mailto:contact@isidoreandmaria.org


 

Clergy 
 

Rev. Mark S. Suslenko, Pastor 
William G. Dziatko, Deacon  
Stephen L. Weaver, Deacon  

How to Report an Incident  
of Sexual Abuse to the  
Archdiocese of Hartford 
    

If you have knowledge or suspect that a 
minor vulnerable adult (an adult with  
an intellectual disability) has been sex-
ually abused, in any manner, by person-
nel of the Archdiocese of Hartford, you 
are urged to report this information to: 
Kathleen D. Nowosadko, Victim  
Assistance Coordinator,  860‐541-6475 
kathleen.nowosadko@aohct.org  

Faith Formation Office 
faithformation@isidoreandmaria.org   
 

Donna Berger 
Interim Faith Formation Director  
   donna@isidoreandmaria.org 
 

Ann Poker, Program Coordinator  
   ann@isidoreandmaria.org 

Other Staff 
 

Sean Walstedt, Facilities Manager 
  sean@isidoreandmaria.org  
 

Altar flower offerings         
 

Requests are now being accepted to 
donate toward floral arrangements for 
the sanctuary. 
 

Donations may be made honoring a 
family member or individual,  
celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or 
special occasion, or in memory of 

loved ones. 
 

Only three requests 
will be accepted for 
each week. Donation is 
$35.00. 

 

Looking to update  
your parish  
registration?  
 

Or register with  
SS. Isidore and  Maria  

Parish? Scan this handy QR code to  
begin the process.  

SS. Isidore and Maria Parish Directory 
Clergy 
 

Rev. Mark S. Suslenko, Pastor 
William G. Dziatko, Deacon  
Stephen L. Weaver, Deacon  

 
Melissa Lacafta 
Admin. Assistant to the Pastor    
  melissa@isidoreandmaria.org 
 

Kristina DiDominzio 
Business Manager 
  kristina@isidoreandmaria.org 
 

Carol Vassar 
Director of Communications  
  carol@isidoreandmaria.org 
 

David Garrido-Cid 
Director of Music Ministries 
  david@isidoreandmaria.org  

How to Report an Incident  
of Sexual Abuse to the  
Archdiocese of Hartford 
    

If you have knowledge or suspect that a 
minor or vulnerable adult (an adult 
with an intellectual disability) has been 
sexually abused, in any manner, by  
personnel of the Archdiocese of Hartford, 
you are urged to report this information to:  
Kathleen D. Nowosadko  
Victim Assistance Coordinator   
860‐541-6475 
kathleen.nowosadko@aohct.org  

Bulletin submission deadline is Friday. All submissions must be 
received in advance by Friday to be published in the following week’s  
bulletin. Send notices to: theresa@isidoreandmaria.org 

Live streaming of weekend 
Masses  
 

St. Paul Church  
Sat. at 4 p.m. and Sun. at 11:15 a.m., 
with rebroadcasts of the 4 p.m. Vigil 
streamed at 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
Please visit our Facebook page, 
YouTube channel or the parish website 
to worship remotely.   

Exposition and Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament takes place each  
Fri.following the 12:15 p.m. daily 
Mass (approximately 12:45 p.m.) at 
St. Paul Church. It concludes at 2 p.m.  
 
 

Rosary 
Pray the Rosary each Tues. evening at 
7 p.m. at St. Augustine Church. 

Weekend Masses  
St. Paul Church 

Sat. Vigil: 4 p.m. 
Sun.:        8 a.m. 
Sun.:        9:30 a.m. 
Sun.:        11:15 a.m. 

Daily Mass  
 

St. Paul Church  
Mon., Tues., Wed.: 7:30 a.m. 
Fri.: 12:15 p.m.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Confessions at St. Paul Church  
Sat. 2:30 p.m.  

Faith Formation Office 
faithformation@isidoreandmaria.org   
 

Donna Berger 
Interim Faith Formation Director  
   donna@isidoreandmaria.org 
 

Ann Poker, Program Coordinator  
   ann@isidoreandmaria.org 

 

 

This Day in History  —  Dec. 7, 1941 

 

https://www.thisdaytrivia.com/trivia/december-7 

Harry & Oliver’s Corner 

On Sun. Dec. 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service attacked the neutral 
United States at U.S. Naval Station Pearl Harbor near Honolulu, Hawaii,  
killing 2,403 Americans and injuring 1,178 others. The attack sank four U.S.  
Navy battleships and damaged four others. Aircraft losses were 188 destroyed 
and 159 damaged. All the sunken battleships were raised, except the USS Arizona, 
with six of the eight damaged ships returning to service.  
 

With this act, the Imperial Government of Japan declared war on the U.S., with 
the U.S. declaring war on Japan the following day, marking the country's  
entry into World War II. In his Dec. 8 address to Congress and the nation,  
President Franklin Roosevelt called Dec. 7 a “date that will live in infamy”. 
Today, fewer than 75 Pearl Harbor survivors are still living, according to the 
organization Sons and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors.   

Remembering Pearl Harbor on its 81st anniversary  
Glastonbury Chapter of the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
closes 
 

On Nov. 15, our parish was notified by the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul that it has  
chosen to permanently close its Glastonbury 
Chapter. This chapter had been housed at  
St. Paul Church for many years. 
   
The parish and those served by the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul are indebted to the many 
volunteers who gave their time, talents, and 
resources to this worthy effort over the years. 
   
As a result of this decision, we are putting a 
hiatus on food collections for the food pantry 
that was located here. We are working with 
local organizations, including the Town of 
Glastonbury, to ensure that the basic needs 
are met for those in our community who need 
assistance. Once actual needs are determined, 
you will be notified of ways you can help! 
   
Please note that the collection of food  
donations for ImmaCare’s Outreach program 
will continue. 

mailto:faithformation@isidoreandmaria.org
mailto:david@isidoreandmaria.org
mailto:faithformation@isidoreandmaria.org

