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Five years ago during the height of the
coronavirus, Deacon John McKaig of St.
John Fisher Parish in Marlborough was
invited to join two parishioners to pray the
rosary on a Zoom call.

“I was going through chemo at the time, and
my wife Patty and I started joining them the
following Monday;” he recalls. “Nine months
later, my cancer was in remission.”

Every Monday at 8:30 a.m., the prayer
community begun by Jennifer O’Neill

and Kurt Filosa gathers online to pray the
Scriptural rosary, and that half hour has
been a source of solace for people who often
can’t leave home.

“The big advantage,” says Gil Thompson,
who hosts the prayer session, “is that if
someone is too sick to come to church,
they can sit at home with their laptop and
pray with us. Some, who have cancer, can
turn on their video and not worry about
transportation. We could be anywhere in the
world and pray together”

His wife Laurie recalls a member of the
church who suffered from Lou Gehrig’s
Disease and was committed to praying with
them.

“When he first joined us, you could see the
impact it had on him,” she says. “He asked to
do the responses, and tears would be flowing
from his eyes”

The community of 10 people was so
committed they would often go to his home
to get him up.

“He needed us and we needed him,” Laurie
says. “It got to the point where he could

no longer speak, but two weeks before he
passed, his caregiver brought him on?”

The group prays for many intentions,
including those who are sick, new babies,
job seekers, graduates and people who have
overcome illnesses.

“We pray for everything,” Gil says,
“including our pastor, Father George
Mukuka” Word of the online rosary
ministry spread and parishioners often
reach out with intentions.

“It’s fulfilling to pray for people,” Laurie
says. “Parishioners who are ill are happy
when they hear they’re in our prayers. And
whether they’re here or not, they know
we're praying for them”

“We're starting our week with prayer
and thinking about people who are less
fortunate because of health issues or
whatever;” Gil says, “And we think about
them for the rest of the week”

During the rosary, Gil reads the Scriptural
verse for each Hail Mary, while Laurie prays
the response and others recite it at home.

Gil Thompson, a parishioner of St. John Fisher Roman
Catholic Church in Marlborough, hosts the weekly online
rosary and reads a scriptural passage before each Hail Mary.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

COME, PRAY THE
ROSARY ONLINE

St. John Fisher Parish invites the
homebound to join in.

“This method of praying the rosary
keeps my mind focused on the Scripture
reflections that the leader reads before each
Hail Mary;” Deacon McKaig says.

The beauty of the rosary, he says, is that
it offers Catholics a way to meditate on
the life of Jesus and the Blessed Mother,
starting with the Annunciation when
Mary said “yes” to God’s invitation, and
culminating in Jesus’ Ascension and her
Assumption.

“When we join others in this spiritual
practice, it’s a powerful way to live out our
baptismal promises by living the Greatest
Commandment to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, soul and mind and the
Second Commandment, which is like it,

to love our neighbor as ourselves,” Deacon
McKaig says. “This lets us always remember
it’s not about me. It’s not about you. It’s all
about what we can do for someone else”

To join the rosary prayer group on
Mondays at 8:30 a.m., go to St. John Fisher’s
website, stjfchurch.org, and click on the
“Ministries” tile and then the link for
“Online Rosary”

- Story by Joe Pisani




Upcoming Events
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A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

JANUARY MARRIAGE WORKSHOP
January 30 - February 1, 2026
Windsor, CT

o JE If your marriage has become
< distant, troubled, unloving or
uncaring; if you are divorced
or separated but want to try

| again, Retrouvaille can help.
* Retrouvaille provides tools to
communicate better, resolve
conflicts fairly, and re-

discover why you fell in love.

helpourmarriage.org

(860) 837-0447

ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
BEER TASTING & COCKTAIL RECEPTION

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6™ 2026 | 6PM - 9PM

AQUA TURF CLUB, PLANTSVILLE, CT

ENJOY A CASUAL SETTING WITH ARCHBISHOP COYNE WHILE

SAMPLING LOCAL BEERS SERVED WITH HOT AND COLD HORS
D'OEUVRES.
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The Vocation of Caregiving:
The Challenge of Presence
Day Retreat for Caregivers

Saturdeay, January 31, 2026

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

During this day of retreat, we will explore the Caregiving Journey, the
choices we make and the personal costs to us. We will discuss The
Good Samaritan, the daughter of Jairus, and Mary and Martha, all as
models of caregivers. We will include time for discussion, quiet
reflection, the opportunity for conversation with trained counselors, and
sharing with one anaother.

Offering: $75, includes lunch

Visit www. holyfamilyretreat.org to register or learn more

Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center, 303 Tunxis Road, West Hartford, CT

WATSON
FARMHOUSE

=== BREWERY

21+ | PLEASE RSVP AT AOHFORMS.COM/BEERTASTING
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